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If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go far, go together.

This advice, often attributed as a proverb of African origin, has 
led the council's growth this year.  As though we are drawing 
back a rubber band, storing potential energy, the work we've 
done in 2022 has set us up for a rewarding journey into 2023.  

And we are going not alone, but in concert with the community 
of folks that participate in and support the council's mission.  
We go forward into 2023 strengthened by the renewal of our 
council bylaws, our partnerships with local contractors, 
landowners, nurseries and foundations, and diversified funding 
from municipalities and private corporations. 

For 15 years, the watershed councils of the mid-Willamette have 
worked in collaboration to achieve ecological  and community 
uplift in our individual basins.  Some days, our progress feels 
slow. Some days, we wonder whether the work of collaboration 
will be worth the payoff. We have grown from a collection of 
individual councils to what we are today: the Mid-Valley River 
Connections network, representing more than one third of the 
entire Willamette River basin. Together, we  leverage our 
strengths and resources to 
achieve ecological uplift at a 
regional scale. Together, we are 
stronger; Together, we go further.

I am excited to move into this 
new year together with each of 
you. What lies ahead is part 
fulfillment, part adventure and 
part opportunity.  It is, more than 
anything, a road of wonder, and 
we do not travel alone.

With Gratitude,

Shannon

South Pyramid Creek, Middle Santiam   

Western Toad, Middle Santiam



RESTORATION

The greatest joy in our education program this year came as we 
returned to in-person learning! From Outdoor School to paid 
summer interns, a highlight for everyone was when we once 
again welcomed 6th grade students into the field for Salmon 
Watch! We held trips at Riverbend County Park this year, a 
location that provides a vastly improved experience for learners 
and leaders alike! We have deep gratitude to Linn County Parks  
and Recreation for supporting this community program, and the 
staff and volunteers at Riverbend for making this first year back 

run smoothly!

The 321 student learners, plus their 
adult chaperones, explored the 
South Santiam River through the 
lens of Salmon Ecology.  Thanks to 
ODFW's  South Santiam Fish 
Hatchery, there were adult salmon 

carcasses for each group to learn 
with. We worked closely with the 
Calapooia Watershed Council to 
provide mutual support for all Linn 
County schools that sent learners. 
The level of commitment from our 
volunteer leaders continues to 
humble us.  Thanks volunteers! 

EDUCATION

OUTREACH

Over the last year, we completed 
a fuels reduction project on 
Whiskey Butte, funded by a grant 
from Oregon Department of 
Forestry. This ambitious project 
went from proposal to 

implementation in less than a 
year and we could not have done 
it without our agency and 
contractor partners. Cleared of 
its noxious weed understory, the 
area will be prepped and 
replanted over the next 2 years.

Over on Crabtree Creek,  
contractors treated another 9 
miles of knotweed on the 
mainstem, as well as the lower 4 
miles of Beaver Creek.  We 
secured additional funds from 
Oregon Department of 
Agriculture, ensuring that the 
multi-year treatment will 
continue uninterrupted!
 
In 2023, we are looking forward 
to an instream project on 
Thomas Creek, planning and 
design work  for an upcoming 
instream project on Crabtree 
Creek, and upland Oak 
restoration at the confluence of 
the North and South Santiams. 
We can't wait to share updates!

Last year, we shared that recordings and materials for our 
popular Plan for Your Land series are all available on demand  
from our website. This treasure trove of resources has been of 
great benefit this year for the many landowners who have 
reached out to us for assistance with their conservation and 
restoration goals. Many of the site visits we conducted this year 
have led to work slated for 2023 and beyond.

Looking forward,  the council will hold its first official public 
event since the start of covid, with a January 26, 2023 screening 
of the documentary "Beaver Believers." Local brewpub 
Barsideous is hosting this event, which promises to be both fun 
and educational.



FEATURE: WATER TEMPERATURE MONITORING

With funding and technical support from the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA), SSWC has 
monitored stream temperature in McDowell and Hamilton Creeks from May to October for the past 
5 years. The council submits data annually to the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) for tracking and public disclosure. Long-term monitoring helps the SSWC understand the 
efectiveness of past restoration efforts aimed at reducing stream temperatures and keeps us 
informed of in-stream conditions that affect salmonid recovery.

In 2022, we recovered a temperature logger that 
had been in Hamilton Creek through the winter. 
The full year of temperature of data (top) highlights 
the importance of year-round monitoring because 
we can see when the stream warms and cools 
outside of our previous monitoring season 
(May-October). Hamilton Creek temperatures 
2019-22 (middle), indicate that mean daily 
temperatures consistently exceeded 69.8? F, a 
stress threshold for migrating adult salmonids, in 
2021 and 2022. However, high temperatures in 
2022 occurred later in the season, likely due to 
heavy precipitation in the spring. While stream 
temperatures are influenced by many factors 
including precipitation and riparian shading, 
stream temperatures are closely associated with air 
temperature (below). Both streams are currently 
listed under section 303(d) of the federal Clean 
Water Act as exceeding water quality criteria for 
temperature. Flow rates in both streams varied 
significantly between spring and late summer in 
2022. Flows in McDowell creek ranged between 
69.7 and 4.9 cubic feet per second (cfs), while 
Hamilton Creek ranged between 55.1 and 4.9 cfs.   

Mean daily temperature of Hamilton Creek (above and below). 
Dots are daily average temperatures; red line is the 5-day rolling 
average. The blue line is a conditional mean to show the 
seasonal trend. The dashed line at 69.8?F is a stress threshold 

for migrating adult salmonids (below). 

(Left) Daily mean stream (black and gray dots and lines) and max 
average air temperature (colored dots) for McDowell Creek in 2022.  

These trends highlight the importance of 
continued efforts to restore and enhance stream 
conditions throughout the South Santiam basin. 
Working closely with private landowners and 
agency partners, the SSWC will continue its 
efforts to address these issues and work toward 
sustainable solutions in the future. 



One of the pieces of information that we provide in each annual report is a financial wrap-up for 
the previous fiscal year. The council?s fiscal year runs from July 1-June 30, which aligns with the 
State of Oregon?s fiscal year; other councils may operate on different calendars, including the 
federal fiscal year (October 1-September 30) or the calendar year.

This year, we're also including last year 's financials as a comparison to where we were a year ago. 
In this most recent fiscal year, we have diversified our funding, adding new private, municipal and 
foundation sources.  Our total and proportional expenses are down, yet increased efforts in 
Education and Outreach show clearly.  A part of all of our activities are recorded as 
Administration, which results in that expense category being relatively larger than the others.  
Our operations costs remain low, reflecting an economical organization with low overhead.  
Finally, although the majority of our grants work on a reimbursement basis, we finished the year 
in the black. All of the income that exceeds our expenses is designated for future work, and we 
are proud to be a fiscally solvent organization coming out of a tumultuous few years.    

FINANCIAL REPORT FISCAL YEAR 202  

(JULY 1, 2021-JUNE 30, 2022)

Fiscal Year  2021 

Incom e and Expenses

Fiscal Year  2022 

Incom e and Expenses



 PARTNERS

To involve local people in the enhancement and protection 

of the South Santiam Watershed for the social and 

economic benefit of its landowners, managers, and users. 

MISSION

JOIN US

If you work, live or play in the South Santiam basin, you 

are a part of our work, and we invite you to join us! The 

South Santiam Watershed Council meets on the third 

Tuesday of odd-numbered months from 4-6 pm at the 

Lebanon Senior Center, and via Zoom. 

4431 Highway 20
Sweet Home, OR 97386
541-367-5564

http:sswc.org
Instagram: southwantiamwc

(Above)  UAV imaging 

to plan and monitor  

fuels reduction on 

Whiskey Butte.

(Left) A corridor 

of knotweed 

along Crabtree 

Creek, treated 

in 2022.

(Above)  South Santiam snorkeling with 

Mid-valley STEM Hub educators.
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