
 

                                                                                                                                        

2016 Annual Report 

Mission:  To involve local people in the enhancement and protection of the South Santiam watershed for 

the social and economic benefit of its landowners, managers, and users. 

Greetings from the South Santiam Watershed Council!  We had a great year in 2016.  We’ve 
all really enjoyed working with local landowners and our partners to get on the ground resto-
ration work done in our community.  Our projects range from riparian planting and invasive 
weed treatments, to instream habitat enhancement and providing educational opportunities 
for local youth.  Thank you to everyone who helped us make a meaningful impact last year. 

www.sswc.org 



 

                                                                                                                                        

Upper Crabtree Creek Fish Passage—This two part project restored fish passage to ~3.1 miles of 

Upper Crabtree Creek and ~3 miles of its tributary Rock Creek, for a total 

of ~6.1 miles.  Crabtree Creek watershed supports ESA-listed winter run 

steelhead and Chinook salmon; as well as Pacific lamprey, Coho salmon, 

and resident trout species.  Upper Crabtree Creek scoured and shifted its 

channel during the 1996 floods, which ultimately created a fish blocking 

waterfall at river mile 31.6.  The historic channel was reactivated through 

excavation in 2015.  During high flows the site is expected to be passable 

for winter run steelhead, a primary beneficiary.  Rock creek is a cold 

water tributary to Crabtree Creek that had a fish blocking culvert.  A new 

channel spanning bridge was installed which now provides access for 3 

miles of habitat.  The projects were funded primarily through OWEB and 

Weyerhaeuser matching funds.  Project partners include Weyerhaeuser, BLM, ODFW, and South Santiam 

Watershed Council. 

 

 

Willamette Model Watershed Program 

The SSWC continued participating in the Meyer Memorial Trust’s 

Willamette Model Watershed Program in 2015-2016.  Hamilton 

and McDowell Creek watersheds continue to be priority areas for 

this ten-year program.  During the recent fiscal year, 10 sites were 

maintained to ensure successful plantings.  The Council and 

funders are committed to long term site maintenance.  The 

program is  also supported by the Bonneville Environmental  

Foundation and many private landowners.  Working together with 

local landowners allows us to make meaningful habitat improvements to the area.  The Watershed Council 

is always interested in talking with local landowners about potential projects.  Give us a call 541-367-5564. 

Photos from left to right: The Rock Creek fish blocking culvert before project, the new bridge and an overview of the bridge.  

Riparian restoration  on Hamilton Creek. 

Weyerhaeuser employee, Scott 
Marlega, evaluates excavated side 

channel during winter flows. 

Restoration Projects 



 

                                                                                                                                        

Morgan and Johnson Creeks  

Fish Habitat Enhancement  

During the summer of 2015, the SSWC worked with Cascade 

Timber Consulting and Trask Design to improve fish habitat 

in Morgan and Johnson Creeks.  Both are tributaries to 

McDowell Creek.  The SSWC contracted with Trask Design 

to install 27 log structures.  Cascade Timber Consulting 

provided logs for use in the project.  Instream logs help 

create habitat by scouring pools, providing cover and 

slowing water velocity.  The benefits of this project include 

enhanced habitat for steelhead and resident trout.   Building log jams to enhance steelhead habitat. 

Middle Crabtree Creek Riparian Planting 

Middle Crabtree creek is an emerging area for 

Watershed Council efforts and we have been very 

happy to work with landowners in the area to 

implement on the ground work vital to improving 

Crabtree Creek. Partnering with 3 local landowners, 

the Watershed Council and contractors planted 77,000 

native trees and shrubs, installed 1 livestock crossing 

and 2 miles of riparian fencing.  Invasive knotweed, 

blackberry, ivy and English hawthorn were targeted for 

eradication.  Invasive plants do not offer the same 

ecological benefits as the natives,  such as bank 

erosion and food source.  The Council will provide 

several years of site maintenance to ensure plants are 

established and thriving.  Long term site maintenance  

is very important to successful project.  Other phases 

of middle Crabtree are expected to start in 2017. 

New fence and fresh plantings in their first year of growth. 

Public enemy #1!  Japanese knotweed targeted for eradication. 

Restoration Projects 



 

                                                                                                                                        

Youth Watershed Council Education 

In 2015-2016 the SSWC continued it’s involving local youth in the watershed through the Youth Watershed 

Council.  Sweet Home High school and Lebanon High School both have a Youth Watershed Council. Each 

group takes on a different project during the school year.  Students gain valuable practical experience in 

monitoring, project development and public speaking.  They also have a lot of fun!  Sweet Home students 

adopted Sankey Park while Lebanon students installed a native demonstration garden on Springbank farm.  

The SSWC also partners with the US Forest Service, local schools and volunteers to host Outdoor School 

(ODS).  ODS is geared towards 5th and 6th graders who learn in an overnight camp setting.  

The SSWC plays an important role in providing the community a place to discuss, plan for, and implement 

projects and activities that benefit the South Santiam watershed.  Members of the community are welcome 

to attend monthly watershed council meetings, typically held from 3:00-5:00 pm on the third Tuesday of the 

month at the Lebanon Library.  Meeting announcements are on our website: www.sswc.org.  The SSWC 

discusses ongoing projects and appreciates stakeholder participation and feedback.  

Lebanon YWC learning biological monitoring field techniques. 

South Santiam All Lands Collaborative (SSALC) 

SSALC was initiated in 2012 in order to promote livability in the Sweet home area and participate in forest 

management projects.  The major focus of the work in 2015 –2016 has been to move the South Santiam All 

Lands Collaborative (SSALC) from a loose group discussing visions and actions to a structured organization 

able to support the longer-term actions it envisions.  Current work includes the Santiam River Trail, Cascadia 

Cave, the Livability and forest collaborative through pre-NEPA planning for the US Forest Service Trout Creek 

Planning Area.  The group is planning to host a stewardship contracting workshop in 2017.  The SSWC 

continued as fiscal sponsor for SSALC.   

Sweet Home YWC hands on learning at the Foster fish hatchery. 

Community Engagement 



 

                                                                                                                                        

SSWC Board of Directors 

Richard Bates, Agriculture 

Nancy Gilmore, Treasurer 

Diane Kaldahl, Small Woodlands 

Norm Kaldahl, Chair, Small Wood-

lands 

Katie Kohl, Outdoor Educator, Small 

Woodlands 

Nancy MacHugh, Retired ODFW Fish 

Biologist 

Scott Marlega, Weyerhaeuser 

Laura LaRoque, City of Sweet Home 

Rob Emmons, City of Lebanon 

SSWC Staff 

Eric Andersen, Council Coordinator 

Angela Clegg, STEWARDS Coordinator 

Sharon Kanareff, SSALC Coordinator 

Our work is made possible by  the generous contributions of our partners: 

 

 

All the landowners and 

land managers that are 

working with the South 

Santiam Watershed 

Council. 

Rice Logging, Inc. 

Income  

State Grants  $         352,365  

Federal Grants   $         181,045  

Private Grants  $        215,257  

Other  $            6,159  

Donations  $            1,250  

Total  $        756,076  

Expenses  

Project Expenses  $        533,679  

Personnel  $        167,793  

Operations  $            9,911  

Contracted Services  $            2,250  

Facilities and Equip-
ment 

 $                578  

Total  $        714,211  

The SSWC would like to thank Weyer-

haeuser for their donation of  a  4 

wheel drive pick up truck.    We are 

very grateful to have  the  vehicle for 

use  on our projects. Thank you! 



 

                                                                                                                                        

4431 Hwy 20, Sweet Home OR  97386  
Telephone: 541-367-5564 
Website:  www.sswc.org 

The South Santiam Watershed Council is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.    
All  photos by the South Santiam Watershed Council.  

McDowell Creek riparian area before (2010) and after (2016) restoration.  Riparian planting and fence installation 

coordinated by the South Santiam Watershed Council. 

Before After 


