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To involve local people in the enhancement and protection of the South Santiam watershed for
the social and economic benefit of its landowners, managers, and users.
South Santiam Watershed Council 2012 Annual Report

1

Who We Are
SSWC Board of Directors:

Friends of the South Santiam Watershed:

Richard Bates, Agriculture

2012 was an exciting year for the South Santiam Watershed Council.
In fact, 2012 was phenomenal for the SSWC in terms of implementing on-the-ground restoration projects. As you will read in this
report, we planted an incredible amount of native trees and shrubs
along stream banks. We improved stream conditions for native fish
and eliminated passage barriers for steelhead and resident trout,
including the long-awaited Ames Creek Fish Passage Project.

Nancy Gilmore, Treasurer
Diane Kaldahl, Small Woodlands
Norm Kaldahl, Chair, Small Woodlands
Katie Kohl, Outdoor Educator, Small
Woodlands
Nancy MacHugh, Albany Landowner,
Retired ODFW Fish Biologist
Scott Marlega, Weyerhaeuser
Jon Meier, Natural Resources, USFS
(advisory)
Dave Zentzis, Avery Properties
SSWC Staff:
Eric Hartstein, Coordinator
Angela Clegg, STEWARDS Coordinator

Monitoring the results of our work is important for our stakeholders.
We want to know what impact our projects are having in our watershed and 2012 was the third year of intensive monitoring in our
model watersheds of McDowell and Hamilton Creeks. In addition,
we began an ambitious water quality monitoring program that will
assist in prioritizing future work. Our STEWARDS Watershed Education program was recognized with a national award, and that speaks
volumes for the students, teachers, and parents in Sweet Home that
have helped make it a success.
With 2013 promising even more activities, we are pleased to present
the highlights of our work from 2012.
Best Regards,

Eric Andersen, Regional Monitoring
Coordinator
Sarah Dyrdahl, Regional Project
Manager

Eric Hartstein
SSWC Coordinator

Our work is made possible by the generous contributions of our partners:

All the landowners and
land managers that are
working with the South
Santiam Watershed
Council.
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Where We Work

Financial Information: Fiscal Year July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012
Revenue
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
Meyer Memorial Trust
Conservation Reserve and Enhancement Program
Cascade Pacific RC&D
City of Albany
Other Contributions
Oregon Department of Agriculture
Federal Grants
Linn SWCD
Oregon Sea Grant
Refunds
Interest
Total
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$228,515
$120,000
$50,791
$16,422
$9,617
$7,010
$5,850
$2,561
$400
$335
$221
$123
$441,845

Expenses
Project Expenses
Salary
Grant Distribution
Insurance
Accounting
Information Technology
Travel
Office Expenses
Conferences
Occupancy
Workers Comp. Premium
Depreciation
Corporate Dues
Total

$250,838
$126,162
$53,011
$3,065
$2,426
$1,713
$1,616
$1,098
$620
$360
$360
$170
$163
$441,602
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Restoration Projects
Ames Creek Fish Passage
Late in the summer of 2012, the SSWC restored
consistent fish passage at the mouth of Ames
Creek. Historically, the South Santiam River
would back-flood regularly over the steep,
bedrock cascades on Ames Creek as it met the
river. With Foster and Green Peter Dams in
place, back-flooding into Ames Creek became
a rare event. The SSWC addressed the issue
by working with project stakeholders and
regulators to develop a plan to construct a
series of step-pools at the project site that
Constructed step-pools at the mouth of Ames Creek.
would allow for fish migration from the South
Santiam River into Ames Creek. The designs were developed by engineering firm, Inter-fluve, Inc., and
targeted adult passage of winter steelhead, native trout species, and pacific lamprey. The SSWC utilized the
services of Aquatic Contracting to hammer and excavate rock and construct a series of steps between resting
pools over approximately 150 feet.
We believe the project meets the goals of restoring fish passage into Ames Creek while looking aesthetically
pleasing, and we are excited to monitor future fish usage in Ames Creek. The project was funded by the
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the U.S. Forest
Service. The project could not have occurred without the support of the City of Sweet Home, CH2M Hill, and
private landowners.

Model Watershed Program
The SSWC continued our participation in the Meyer
Memorial Trust’s Willamette Model Watershed Program
in 2012 with our partners the North Santiam and
Calapooia Watershed Councils. The SSWC is focusing on
the Hamilton and McDowell Creek watersheds in this ten
-year program which features robust site preparation
for plantings and multiple years of monitoring and
maintenance to ensure success. In 2012, the SSWC
planted over 31 riparian acres with nearly 70,000
Riparian restoration on McDowell Creek.
native trees and shrubs. The program is also supported
by the Bonneville Environmental Foundation, Farm Service Agency, and many private landowners.
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Restoration Projects
Canyon and Owl Creek Steelhead Enhancement
During the summer of 2012, the SSWC worked with the
U.S. Forest Service and Cascade Timber Consulting to
improve winter steelhead spawning and rearing habitat
in Canyon and Owl Creeks near the “twin bridges”. The
SSWC contracted with Randy Haley, Inc. to excavate
and transport over 150 logs, up to 80 feet long with
root wads attached, to the staging area near the
confluence of Owl and Canyon Creeks. Once the logs
were delivered, they were expertly placed on stream
channel margins to enhance pools, trap and sort
spawning gravels, and to provide cover for juvenile
Building “trash racks” to enhance steelhead habitat.
steelhead. A unique feature of this project is the
construction of “trash racks” that will stabilize the channel by encouraging the development of vegetated
islands. A stabilized channel will allow for Canyon Creek to access the side channels that flow through a well
forested area in this reach, and where steelhead will have an opportunity to find cover in higher flow events.
In Owl Creek, using ground-based equipment to place structures was difficult, which resulted in the use of a
Columbia Vertol helicopter to place logs in areas where wood would naturally accumulate. Logs were placed
in structures that are stable, and will help collect spawning gravels. Immediately after log placement,
juvenile fish were observed using the structures for cover! Funding for the project was acquired through the
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and the U.S. Forest Service.

Jack Creek Fish Passage and Habitat Enhancement
The SSWC worked with Weyerhaeuser, Freres
Lumber, and a private landowner to replace two fish
passage barriers on Jack Creek in 2012. Jack Creek is
a tributary to Hamilton Creek and provides cool water
habitat to trout and historically, winter steelhead.
Weyerhaeuser also donated logs that were placed in
the upper reaches of Jack Creek to further enhance
fish habitat in the tributary. Structures were placed
over the course of three days by Trask Design and
Construction. The SSWC will be working with the Linn
Freres Lumber installing bridge over Jack Creek.
County Road Department in 2013 to remove the last
fish passage barrier on Jack Creek, located on Upper Berlin Road. In addition to the partner support by
Weyerhaeuser and Freres, the project has been funded by the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board.
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Watershed Monitoring
The SSWC focuses on two main types of monitoring:
effectiveness monitoring and water quality
monitoring. Both types of monitoring seek to answer
different questions about conditions found in or
adjacent to local streams. Effectiveness monitoring is
used to determine if our restoration activities are
meeting our overall goal of improving in-stream
habitat conditions for ESA listed salmonid species in
priority basins. Water quality monitoring is used to
characterize the physical, chemical and biological
properties of creeks with limited data. Both types of monitoring occur in partnership with the neighboring
North Santiam and Calapooia Watershed Councils.
Effectiveness monitoring occurs in concert with the Meyer Memorial Trust’s Willamette Model Watershed
Program. In 2012, year 3 of the effectiveness monitoring program, 11 stream reaches were surveyed on
Hamilton, McDowell and Jack Creeks to measure in-stream habitat and adjacent riparian conditions. A field
crew collected data on the thalweg profile, substrate composition, wetted width, habitat units, canopy
coverage, riparian condition, invasive species presence, macro-invertebrate assemblages and continuous
stream temperature. The stream reaches had restoration treatments such as blackberry removal, riparian
reforestation, fencing or log placement within the stream channel. Data was also collected at upstream
reference (e.g., least disturbed) reaches. The next step is to compare the conditions of our restoration sites
to our reference sites.
In November 2012, the SSWC initiated monthly water quality sampling on several creeks in the basin; some
of which have little or no water quality data. The project will last for 2 years and is funded primarily through
the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality. The
project will assist local partners by identifying sources and types of pollutants in local waterways. The results
from the effort will inform and guide actions for the
Watershed Council, cities, residents, Oregon Department of
Agriculture, OR DEQ, and other local partners. There are 9
key parameters that are being measured on a monthly basis:
bacteria (E.coli), dissolved oxygen, pH, specific conductivity,
water temperature, total suspended solids, turbidity,
combined nitrate/nitrite and total phosphorous. In addition,
stream macro-invertebrates will be sampled during summer
2013 and stream flow will be measured for high and low flow
McDowell Creek
events.
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Community Engagement

Stakeholders discussing potential projects in the Cool
-Soda planning area. Photo credit: Jeremy Marshall.

The SSWC plays an important role in providing
the community a place to discuss, plan, and
implement projects and activities that benefit
the South Santiam watershed. Members of the
community are welcome to attend monthly
watershed council meetings, typically held from
3:00-5:00 pm on the fourth Wednesday of the
month at the Lebanon Library. The SSWC
discusses ongoing projects and appreciates
stakeholder participation and feedback.

In 2012, the SSWC began participating in two collaborative groups working in the Sweet Home area. The
Sweet Home All-Lands Collaborative is working towards applying a landscape-based approach towards
management activities for the benefit of the land and people. The South Santiam Community Forest
Corridor Project is looking at ways to create a community forest near Sweet Home that will provide
economic and watershed benefits, while promoting community recreation and health, and protecting the
long and rich history of the area. Both efforts have recently begun, and the SSWC is interested in hearing
from our stakeholders about what ideas and values are important to them as these projects move forward.

STEWARDS Watershed Education
In 2012 the SSWC and the Sweet Home Ranger District were
acknowledged nationally for our efforts in youth watershed
education with a U.S. Forest Service, “Rise to the Future” award.
This honor is a testament to the hours put in by Sweet Home
students, teachers, parents, and volunteers that allow our
program to succeed.
There are two main components of the STEWARDS Program. The
first is an Outdoor School program that allows local 5th and 6th
grade students to participate in an outdoor school with a twist.
Rather than simply attend the overnight camp, the students are
engaged in pre-sessions in which they learn all about their
watershed.

YWC planting on the South Santiam River.

The second component is the Youth Watershed Council at Sweet
Home High School. Students in the YWC meet regularly and plan activities that help protect and restore the
South Santiam watershed. In 2012, YWC members helped track the spread of invasive false brome in the
McDowell Creek watershed, conducted native riparian plantings in the Sweet Home area, and are currently
assisting in developing an interpretive sign for the fish passage restoration work completed at the mouth of
Ames Creek. Funding for the STEWARDS Program is through the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
and the Gray Family Foundation.
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4431 Hwy 20, Sweet Home OR 97386
Telephone: 541-367-5564
Website: www.sswc.org

The South Santiam Watershed Council is a 501 © 3 non-profit organization.
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