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The South Santiam Watershed Council enhances local creeks and rivers through riparian tree
& shrub planting, invasive plant removal and instream log placement. We engage local youth
in meaningful natural resource education experiences and connect the community with tours
and presentations. Thank you to the landowners and partner organizations who help us!
Moose Creek Steelhead Enhancement Project Phase 2—This
OWEB and USFS funded project improved instream conditions for juvenile winter steelhead in Moose Creek, a tributary to the South Santiam
River. Historically the South Santiam watershed had abundant runs of
winter steelhead. In recent decades, the fish has been in decline. In
order to assist in the recovery of this species, the SSWC focuses on enhancing freshwater habitat. Whole trees were tipped into the stream
channel and configured into large jams. Adding large coarse wood increases stream complexity, slows water velocity, retains and sorts
spawning gravels and provides food for macroinvertebrates, which
young steelhead feed upon. Adult steelhead spawn and their offspring rear in freshwater rivers. The juvenile fish migrate to the ocean
to mature and return years later as adults to repeat the process. Because of this complex life history; efforts spanning freshwater, estuary
and ocean habitats are required in the recovery of this iconic fish.

Riparian Planting—Over 25,700 native trees and shrubs were
planted along Hamilton Creek and Middle Crabtree Creek winter 2018.
Riparian vegetation helps to anchor stream banks, prevent soil erosion, filter agricultural runoff and provide much needed shade. Plant
establishment activities will occur for several years to ensure plantings
are on the right trajectory. The South Santiam river provides drinking
water for over 85,000 people! We strive to keep it clean at the source.

Photos: An excavator places a log (t),
completed log structure (m), crew prepares for planting (l).

Mission: To involve local people in the enhancement and protection of the South Santiam watershed for
the social and economic benefit of its landowners, managers, and users.

Community Engagement
The SSWC plays an important role in providing the community a place to discuss, plan for, and implement
projects and activities that benefit the South Santiam watershed. Members of the community are welcome
to attend monthly watershed council meetings and yearly project tours. Meeting announcements are on
our website: www.sswc.org. Contact us to receive monthly emails.

Watershed Council project tour.

Watershed Council summer BBQ.

Youth Natural Resource Education
In 2017-2018 the SSWC continued it’s involving local youth in the watershed through the Youth Watershed
Council. Sweet Home High school and Lebanon High School both have a Youth Watershed Council. Each
group takes on a different project during the school year. Students gain valuable practical experience in
monitoring, project development and public speaking. They also have a lot of fun! Sweet Home students
adopted Sankey Park while Lebanon students installed a native demonstration garden on Springbank farm.
The SSWC partners with the US Forest Service, local schools and volunteers to host Outdoor School (ODS).
ODS is geared towards 6th graders who learn in an immersive, overnight camp setting.

Students attending Outdoor school session.

Hands on learning.
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Lance Gatchell, US Forest Service

Thank you! Our work is made possible by generous contributions and assistance from our many partners:

Linn County SWCD

US Army Corp of
Engineers

Private donors, Ford Family Foundation, Sweet Home & Lebanon School Districts

All the landowners and
land managers that are
working with the South
Santiam Watershed
Council.

4431 Hwy 20, Sweet Home OR 97386
Telephone: 541-367-5564
Website: www.sswc.org

Hamilton Creek riparian area before (2013) and after (2017) restoration planting. Native trees and shrubs anchor
streambank soil and reduce erosion, which protects drinking water at the source. Tree canopy will provide much
needed shade for the creek. Activities coordinated by the South Santiam Watershed Council.
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